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CPE ACCREDITATION

OVERVIEW
CPE CREDITS
Excelapalooza prides itself on furthering business professionals’ education and giving them the tools they need to 
maintain the knowledge and skills related to their professional lives. CPE credits will be awarded for classes attended. 
This year’s conference offers up to 19 CPE credit hours. Attendees should receive their CPE certificate via email within one 
week of the end of the conference. For any questions, please contact accounting@biznetsoftware.com.

BizNet Software, Inc. is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor 
of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final 
authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be 
submitted to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors through its website: www.NASBARegistry.org.

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY
We encourage substitutions if you cannot attend the conference.  In order to cancel a registration or substitute attendees, 
please submit an email request to accounting@biznetsoftware.com.

For a full registration:  Cancellations by July 31st will be charged a $200 cancellation fee.  Cancellations by August 31st 
will be charged a $350 cancellation fee.  After August 31, registration fees are non-refundable.  For a one-day registration:  
Cancellations by July 31st will be charged a $100 cancellation fee.  Cancellation by August 31st will be charged a $175 
cancellation fee. After August 31, registration fees are non-refundable.

MONITORING POLICY
BizNet Software employees will staff the CPE sign-in tables in the back of each session room and will be available to 
answer any questions. In order to comply with NASBA rules for offering CPE credits, we are required to know when you 
enter and leave sessions. You are responsible for completing the sign-in form for each session in order for proper CPE 
accreditation to be awarded. If you need to leave a session before it ends, you need to sign-out. Thank you for your 
compliance and cooperation!

SUBMIT COMPLAINTS
BizNet Software, Inc. is registered with the National Associated of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of 
continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. State Boards of Accountancy have the final 
authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit.

Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be submitted to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors through its 
website https://www.nasbaregistry.org/

CONTACT BIZNET SOFTWARE
For more information regarding administrative policies such as refunds, cancellations, complaints, or any other 
questions – please contact BizNet Software below:
 
Headquarters: 14755 Preston Road, Suite 800, Dallas, TX 75254
Email: info@biznetsoftware.com
Office: 972.893.0000
Website: www.biznetsoftware.com
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BILL “MREXCEL” JELEN 
(MrExcel Consulting, 
Founder - MrExcel.com) 
travels the country 
training and teaching 
advanced Microsoft Excel 
classes. His website, 
MrExcel.com, provides 
answers to 30,000 
questions a year and has 
over 750,000 answers 
archived. In addition to 
the website, he writes the 
Excel column for Strategic 
Finance magazine and 
publishes a daily podcast 
titled “Learn Excel with 
MrExcel.” Bill has authored 
50 Excel-specific books, 
has made over 80 guest 
appearances on TV’S Call 
for Help with Leo Laporte 
and was voted Guest 
of the Year on the radio 
show Computer America. 
Bill also has a consulting 
firm, MrExcel Consulting, 
which creates custom VBA 
solutions for hundreds 
of clients around the 
world. Bill’s charisma and 
enthusiasm create a truly 
entertaining experience 
while also teaching you 
everything you didn’t 
know you wanted to know 
about Excel. Bill comes to 
us from Akron, Ohio.

MEET THE

SPEAKERS

LAWRENCE “MAC” 
MCCLELLAND, MBA, JD
(Attorney, accounting 
professional, associate 
of K2 Enterprises) was 
formerly the director of 
the Centre for Financial 
Studies at the University 
of Otago in Dunedin, 
New Zealand, where he 
lived and worked for 
seven years from 1990 
to 1997. He was also a 
member of the faculty of 
the Advanced Business 
Programme, ranked in the 
top 100 MBA programs 
in the world by The 
Economist, specializing 
in business strategy and 
strategic management 
accounting. He gained his 
practical experience in 
information systems with 
the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, 
and has an established 
practice in business and 
technology consulting. 
Mac has been published 
in leading business and 
practitioner journals.

JAMES SPOTANSKI 
(Program Manager - 
Microsoft Excel) is a 
Program Manager on the 
Excel team at Microsoft’s 
headquarters in Redmond, 
Washington. He joined the 
Excel team four years ago 
starting with the release of 
Excel for Android. He then 
transitioned to the Excel 
for Mac and iOS team after 
the release of Office 2016 
for Mac. Presently, James 
is focused on bringing 
intelligence to Excel for 
the empowerment of 
everyday users. In his 
session, James will explain 
how Excel has grown to 
embrace the intelligence 
era, and how his product 
team makes decisions 
and prioritizes features 
based on suggestions 
from customer feedback.  
He will provide demos of 
features large and small 
that were born entirely 
out of customers’ needs 
to simplify and empower 
their work.

BURT COPELAND (CEO of 
New Life CFO Services) is 
a dynamic organizational 
leader with an uncommon 
combination of financial 
discipline, strategic 
vision and operational 
expertise. He excels in 
helping businesses grow 
by assessing performance, 
capabilities, challenges 
and opportunities, then 
developing turnaround 
plans that quickly produce 
desired results. With over 
25 years of experience 
leading the financial and 
operational functions 
of small to medium-
sized companies, Burt 
has proven his ability 
to help companies 
improve EBITDA and raise 
valuations throughout his 
career. Burt is the Founder 
and CEO of New Life CFO 
Services, a Fractional CFO 
Services Company. Burt’s 
passion is to use his gifts 
of financial, strategic and 
operational management 
to serve others. He created 
New Life CFO to enable 
small and middle market 
companies to meet their 
audacious goals.
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ALLY HOFFMAN (Senior 
Consultant, Ernst & 
Young Risk Advisory) has 
served as the Project 
Management Officer for 
large-scale penetration 
testing initiatives, 
evaluated the integrity 
of VBA script in user-
developed spreadsheets, 
and performed hundreds 
of security audits over 
complex IT systems. 
She is also a guest 
lecturer on IT risk and 
security topics at Boston 
University’s Questrom 
School of Business. Ally 
is a Certified Information 
Systems Auditor (CISA) 
and an Associate of (ISC)2 
– Certified Information 
Systems Security 
Professional (CISSP). She 
holds a B.S. from Boston 
University in Business 
Administration and a 
M.S. from Northeastern 
University in Information 
Assurance and 
Cybersecurity.

MEET THE

SPEAKERS

RACHEL SHERBURNE 
(Speaker. Author. Coach.)  
holds a degree in Mass 
Communication from 
Louisiana State University 
and a master’s degree 
in Global Leadership 
and Entrepreneurship 
from Regent University. 
A former Air Force Public 
Affairs officer turned 
full-time missionary, 
Rachel started her own 
personal coaching and 
consulting business to 
help individuals and 
companies overcome 
challenges and attain their 
highest potential. Through 
her broad life experience, 
Rachel knows firsthand 
what it takes to overcome 
challenges, rediscover 
passion and purpose 
to thrive personally, 
professionally and 
relationally. In November 
of 2017, Rachel published 
her first book, Unbounded 
Hope: Releasing What 
You Think You Want and 
Gaining Everything You 
Truly Need. 

BOB TIEDE (Author of 
“Great Leaders ASK Ques-
tions - A Fortune 100 List” 
and blogger at Lead-
ingWithQuestions.com) 
helps leaders shift their 
paradigm from the pres-
sure of having all the right 
answers to simply having 
a few of the right ques-
tions. Bob has been on the 
staff of Cru for 45 years. 
His goal is to increase your 
Leadership Effectiveness 
times 10! The goal of his 
blog and podcasts are to 
provide you with insight 
to “Help You Sharpen Your 
‘Leading with Questions’ 
Skills.” He currently serves 
on the U.S. Leadership 
Development Team at Cru 
and is passionate about 
seeing leaders grow and 
multiply their effective-
ness. Bob and his wife, 
Sherry, live in Plano, TX 
and are blessed with 4 
incredible children and 6 
remarkable grandchildren.

BETHANY C. DETRICH  
(Global Sales Director, 
BizNet Software, Inc.) is an 
experienced leader with 
a passion for developing 
people—a change agent 
that makes a significant 
business impact through 
the development of an 
organization’s talent.  She 
is a leader who facilitates 
transformational 
growth that aligns 
with business strategy. 
Bethany Detrich has 
been an executive coach 
for over 10 years.  She 
created the Leadership 
Acceleration Program 
to help companies like 
Verizon, TXU, Perot 
Systems and Schneider 
Electric dramatically 
increase productivity and 
grow more effectively 
and efficiently. She 
is certified in many 
programs including 
Situational Leadership 
II/SLX, the Steinbrecher 
ROI Executive Coaching 
Method, PowerTalk and 
LeaderTalk with the 
Bergerac Group. She is 
a top-rated speaker on 
the topics of leadership, 
management and sales.
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CONFERENCE

SCHEDULE

TIME TERRACE ROOM 
(BizNet Software)

PAVILION ROOM 
(K2 Enterprises)

FOUNTAIN ROOM 
(MrExcel)

GARDEN ROOM 
(BizNet Software)

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM BREAKFAST (VENETIAN ROOM)

8:30 AM - 9:20 AM George McMann: Keynote (Venetian Room)

9:40 AM - 10:30 AM
BizInsight 7 Intro: 

Report writing with 
BizInsight

Introduction to the 
Excel Data Model

Mapping your 
Geographic Data

BizInsight 5 Intro: 
Fundamentals

10:40 AM - 11:30 AM Top 10 Financial 
Metrics

Power Query: Bridge 
to External Data

Pivot Table Data 
Crunching

BizNet: Dashboards 
and KPIs

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM LUNCH (VENETIAN ROOM)

12:50 PM - 1:40 PM Burt Copeland: Rethink Your Data (Venetian Room)

2:00 PM - 2:50 PM BizInsight 7: Spinning 
the Data Wheel

Excel Tables 
– Database 

Functionality

Artificial Intelligence 
in Excel

BizBroadcast Intro: 
Report Distribution

3:00 PM - 3:50 PM Do You Know Your 
Customers? Pivot Tables 101 Charting & Data 

Visualizations in Excel

BizNet: Data 
Connections for 

Reporting (Part 1)

4:00 PM - 4:50 PM

BizInsight 7: 
Report Writing with 

Connected and 
External Data

Powerful Reporting 
w/ Cube Formulas

Cleaning Data with 
Power Query

BizNet: Applying 
Excel Data 

Connections (Part 2)

EXCELAPALOOZA COURSE TRACK LEGEND

Best Reporting Tools

Connecting Your Data

Best KPI / Metrics Reports

Soar to New Heights Leadership

WIFI: Please connect to the guest WIFI made free to 
attendees through the conference hotel. In the meeting 
space you will connect to Fairmont Meeting Network and 
be prompted to type in the access code: EXCEL2018

CPE HOURS: CPE hours are based on actual attendance. 
There are 19 total hours available for the conference.

CELL PHONES: Please silence cell phones during sessions.

COURSE MATERIALS: All materials are available through 
the AdvocateHub app or online portal (see page 3).

SURVEYS: We want your feedback. Following each 
session, please complete a session survey on the 
AdvocateHub app or online portal (see page 3). 

QUESTIONS / CONCERNS:
Susan Reichert (Customer Care Manager)
sreichert@biznetsoftware.com
Mobile: 214.686.1821

Jay Martin (Event / Marketing)
jmartin@biznetsoftware.com
Mobile: 214.957.0859

6



MAP OUT YOUR

SESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM BREAKFAST (VENETIAN ROOM)

8:30 AM - 9:20 AM Rachel Sherburne: The Key to Success and the Cause of Failure (Venetian Room)

9:40 AM - 10:30 AM
BizInsight 7 Intro: 

Report writing with 
BizInsight

BizNet Champions 
Invitation Only Event
(CPE Not Applicable)

Forecasting with 
Excel

BizInsight 5 Intro: 
Fundamentals

10:40 AM - 11:30 AM BizNet in the Cloud Pivot Table Data 
Crunching

BizInsight 5: Dynamic 
Reporting with 

BizInsight

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM LUNCH (VENETIAN ROOM)

12:50 PM - 1:40 PM Bethany Detrich: It’s All About The People! (Venetian Room)

2:00 PM - 2:50 PM
BizNet:  Dashboards 

and KPIs with 
BizInsight

MrExcel’s Favorite 
Tips & Tricks

BizBroadcast 
Intermediate: 

Powerful Features 
Unleashed

TIME TERRACE ROOM 
(BizNet Software)

PAVILION ROOM 
(K2 Enterprises)

FOUNTAIN ROOM 
(MrExcel)

GARDEN ROOM 
(BizNet Software)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM BREAKFAST (VENETIAN ROOM)

8:15 AM - 9:20 AM Bob Teide: Great Leaders Ask Questions (Venetian Room)

9:40 AM - 10:30 AM

BizInsight 7: 
Reporting Writing 

with Connected and 
External Data

Introduction to the 
Excel Data Model

Charting & Data 
Visualizations in Excel

BizInsight 5: Dynamic 
Reporting with 

BizInsight

10:40 AM - 11:30 AM Do You Know Your 
Customers

Power Query: Bridge 
to External Data

Mapping your 
Geographic Data BizNet in the Cloud

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM LUNCH (VENETIAN ROOM)

12:50 PM - 1:40 PM James Spotanski: Microsoft Excel - Then and Now (Venetian Room)

2:00 PM - 2:50 PM SEC_RITY is not 
complete without U! Pivot Tables 101 Artificial Intelligence 

in Excel
BizBroadcast Intro: 
Report Distribution

3:00 PM - 3:50 PM Top 10 Financial 
Metrics

Excel Data 
Combination & 
Consolidations

MrExcel’s Favorite 
Tips & Tricks

BizNet: Data 
Connections for 

Reporting (Part 1)

4:00 PM - 4:50 PM

BizBroadcast 
Intermediate: 

Powerful Features 
Unleashed

Excel Tables 
– Database 

Functionality

Forecasting with 
Excel

BizNet: Applying 
Excel Data 

Connections (Part 2)

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM EXCELAPALOOZA PARTY AT HAPPIEST HOUR
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BEST REPORTING

TOOLS
All “Best Reporting Tools” Sessions

TYPE: Group-Live  |  CPE CREDIT: 1 Hour Per Session   |   FIELD OF STUDY: Computer Software & Application
PREREQUISITES: Working Knowledge of Excel  |  DESIGNED FOR: Everyone  |  ADVANCED PREPARATION: None

Artificial Intelligence in Excel (Bill “MrExcel” Jelen)
Monday & Tuesday - 2:00 PM in the Fountain Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
Take a preview of the new Insights feature in Excel. Learn how Microsoft uses Machine Learning to find interesting trends 
in your data.

Charting & Data Visualizations in Excel (Bill “MrExcel” Jelen)
Monday - 3:00 PM; Tuesday - 9:40 AM in the Fountain Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
Learn how to create perfect charts in one keystroke. Take a tour of the data visualization tools such as Data Bars, Color 
Scales and Icon sets. Create tiny, cell-sized charts with Sparklines.

Cleaning Data with Power Query (Bill “MrExcel” Jelen)
Monday - 4:00 PM in the Fountain Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Microsoft is renaming “Power Query” to “Get & Transform”. No matter how boring of a name they come up with for this 
feature, it is an amazingly powerful add-in for Excel 2010 and newer. Learn how to use Power Query to extract, load and 
transform data from external data. If you routinely load external data and then must clean that data, Power Query will 
change your life. 

Forecasting with Excel (Bill “MrExcel” Jelen)
Tuesday - 4:00 PM; Wednesday - 9:40 AM in the Fountain Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
Learn tools in Excel for predicting the future based on past results. Use Regression and Exponential Trend Smoothing to 
build next year’s budget.

MrExcel’s Favorite Tips & Tricks (Bill “MrExcel” Jelen)
Tuesday - 3:00 PM; Wednesday - 2:00 PM in the Fountain Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Back by popular demand! Enjoy an entertaining tour through Bill’s favorite tips from the road. Powerful, time-saving 
features that are hidden in Excel: Fill Handle tricks, Filter by Selection, Fast formula copy and more.

Pivot Table Data Crunching (Bill “MrExcel” Jelen)
Monday & Wednesday - 10:40 AM in the Fountain Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Learn the ins and outs about pivot tables from the guy who wrote the book. Take a deep dive into settings that let you 
quickly create a year-over-year analysis. Create a true top 10 report. AutoFilter a pivot table and more. Use Pivot Tables 
to compare lists, do pareto analyses and stratifications. This session focuses on the pivot table functionality built into 
Excel.

Pivot Tables 101 (Mac McClelland)
Monday - 3:00 PM; Tuesday - 2:00 PM in the Pavilion Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
PivotTables are Excel’s most powerful feature and the simplest of PivotTables deliver about 80% of their power. In 
this session, you will master how to create simple, powerful PivotTables with ease. And best of all, mastering basic 
PivotTables is the key to improving your personal productivity because they are an essential component of countless 
financial analyses.

Powerful Reporting w/ Cube Formulas (Mac McClelland)
Monday - 4:00 PM in the Pavilion Room  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Advanced
A PivotTable is not required to summarize and report data stored in the Excel Data Model. Excel has seven built-in 
cube functions for creating reports without using a PivotTable, while maintaining the ability to refresh a report as the 
underlying data changes. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn how to use cube formulas to produce dynamic formal 
reports from the Excel Data Model.
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BEST REPORTING

TOOLS
All “Best Reporting Tools” Sessions

TYPE: Group-Live  |  CPE CREDIT: 1 Hour Per Session 
FIELD OF STUDY: Computer Software & Application  |  ADVANCED PREPARATION: None

BizBroadcast Intermediate: Powerful Features Unleashed (BizNet Software)
Tuesday - 4:00 PM in the Terrace Room; Wednesday - 2:00 PM in the Garden Room  |  DESIGNED FOR: Everyone
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Do you want the ability to password protect sensitive information? Do you want to be alerted when you have low 
inventory or an account balance dropping below a desired amount? Do you work with custom views? BizBroadcast gives 
you the tools to do all of this and more! This session will take your basic BizBroadcast knowledge to the next level. Come 
see how BizBroadcast can take the complexity out of distributing reports and tailor it for you.

BizBroadcast Introduction: Report Distribution Made Easy (BizNet Software)
Monday & Tuesday - 2:00 PM in the Garden Room  |  DESIGNED FOR: Everyone
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
BizBroadcast is THE automated report delivery solution. It allows you to share hundreds of reports with one click and is 
completely customizable. With 14 formats to choose from, you can accommodate the delivery need of every stakeholder. 
Best of all, BizBroadcast can work with documents from any source, not just BizInsight or Excel. This session will 
illustrate how to perform basic report distribution including a customized selection of reports for multiple recipients 
requiring different formats.

*BizInsight 5 Intermediate: Dynamic Reporting with BizInsight (BizNet Software)
Tuesday - 9:40 AM; Wednesday - 10:40 AM in the Garden Room  |  DESIGNED FOR: BizNet Software Version 5 Users
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
BizInsight 5 Advanced takes you to the next level of reporting with BizInsight tools. Save time with BizProperty, make 
drilldowns dynamic and preserve Analysis Sets. As a bonus, we’ll demonstrate the benefits of running BizInsight 5 
side-by-side with the new BizInsight 7. In this session, you will learn how to apply BizInsight 5 best practices and tips to 
optimize your reports.

*BizInsight 5 Introduction: Fundamentals of Creating Financial Reports (BizNet Software)
Monday & Wednesday - 9:40 AM in the Garden Room  |  DESIGNED FOR: BizNet Software Version 5 Users
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
Introduction to Report Writing with BizInsight 5 will provide you with a comprehensive understanding of report setup, 
working with functions and best practices in report writing. Come see how you can turn current reports into dynamic, 
refreshable reports. This session will deconstruct a report created with BizInsight 5 to provide an in-depth understanding 
of how to build tables and work with functions.

BizNet in the Cloud (BizNet Software)
Tuesday - 10:40 AM in the Garden Room; Wednesday - 10:40 AM in the Terrace Room 
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Overview
Why is everything moving to the cloud? Is your way of retrieving data changing? Do you have all the tools you need 
to get the job done? How do you keep your data interactive, visual and ready to present, even on the fly? In this open 
discussion session, we will review the different types of data (Connected and External), and latest add-ins and tools 
available for Excel. 

* For questions about ERP compatibility, discuss with staff at the registration desk or in the Patio Room.

1 0



BEST REPORTING

TOOLS
All “Best Reporting Tools” Sessions

TYPE: Group-Live  |  CPE CREDIT: 1 Hour Per Session   |   FIELD OF STUDY: Computer Software & Application
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight  |  ADVANCED PREPARATION: None

*BizInsight 7 (Standalone): So Much Data, So Little Time? Spinning the Data Wheel (BizNet Software)
Monday - 2:00 PM in the Terrace Room
DESIGNED FOR: Everyone  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
BizInsight doesn’t need to be connected to a specific ERP to help you build reports in minutes.  It just needs data! 
Come spin the data wheel and we’ll demonstrate how BizInsight can help you answer questions in minutes and create 
boardroom ready reports! BizInsight is the perfect reporting and analytics solution for the data analyst, sales manager, 
C-level employee, and the everyday Excel user. In this fun session, we will demonstrate how to extrapolate answers from 
any kind of data using the BizInsight Query editor.

*BizInsight 7 Intermediate: Report Writing with Connected and External Data (BizNet Software)
Monday - 4:00 PM; Tuesday - 9:40 AM in the Terrace Room
DESIGNED FOR: BizNet Software Version 7 Users  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
The BizInsight 7 Advanced session demonstrates how you can leverage your existing connected ERP Data with other 
imported external data. Enhance the way you manage your reporting needs with BizInsight 7 and take advantage of the 
data management and optimization tools to maximize real-time reports. In this session, we will demonstrate how to 
incorporate imported data from external sources and fully utilize the BizInsight Query editor and the Navigation Pane to 
preserve frequently used tables and functions.

*BizInsight 7 Introduction: Report writing with BizInsight (BizNet Software)
Monday & Wednesday - 9:40 AM in the Terrace Room
DESIGNED FOR: BizNet Software Version 7 Users  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
New to BizInsight 7 or looking for a good refresher? Introduction to Report Writing with BizInsight 7 will provide you with 
a comprehensive understanding of working with your data and best practices in report writing.  Come see how you can 
turn current reports into dynamic, refreshable reports. 

BizNet:  Dashboards and KPIs with BizInsight (BizNet Software)
Monday - 10:40 AM in the Garden Room; Wednesday - 2:00 PM in the Terrace Room
DESIGNED FOR: BizNet Users  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Why are you creating a dashboard and are you making the most of it? Who is your target audience and do dashboard 
elements matter? What KPIs are meaningful to you? Dashboards can provide you with quick, visual status updates on 
your projects and enable you to drill down into details. Add dashboards to BizInsight reports and you can take them 
from static to dynamic with a single refreshable workbook!  In this session, you will get a better understanding of best 
practices with dashboarding and KPIs.

* For questions about ERP compatibility, discuss with staff at the registration desk or in the Patio Room.
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CONNECTING 

YOUR DATA 
All “Connecting Your Data” Sessions

TYPE: Group-Live  |  CPE CREDIT: 1 Hour Per Session  |  FIELD OF STUDY: Computer Software & Application
DESIGNED FOR: Everyone  |  ADVANCED PREPARATION: None

Introduction to the Excel Data Model (Mac McClelland)  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Monday & Tuesday - 9:40 AM in the Pavilion Room  |  PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel
The Excel Data Model is an in-memory, multi-dimensional (OLAP) data engine available in all versions of Excel 2013 and 
2016. With the Data Model, users can 1) relate multiple Excel tables, 2) build PivotTables on multiple Excel tables, and 3) 
analyze PivotTable reports using Quick Explore, which allows users to drill up, down, and around in reports. This session 
will provide the knowledge and skill necessary to take full advantage of the Excel Data Model.

Mapping your Geographic Data (Bill “MrExcel” Jelen)   |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
Monday - 9:40 AM; Tuesday - 10:40 AM in the Fountain Room  |  PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel
Learn how to use Power Map (Excel 2013 or newer) to put a pivot table on a map. Fly through your data. Animate the data 
over time. Create virtual tours of the data.

Power Query: The Bridge to External Data (Mac McClelland)  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Monday & Tuesday - 10:40 AM in the Pavilion Room  |  PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel
Power Query provides users with sophisticated capabilities for accessing, manipulating, transforming, and importing 
data into Excel and the Data Model. Power Query is integrated into all versions of Excel 2016 and can be added to Excel 
2013 with an add-in from Microsoft. It provides built-in data connectors for a wide range of external data sources and 
uses the M query language to manipulate and transform data. Don’t miss this opportunity to see Power Query in action.

Excel Tables – Database Functionality Comes to Excel (Mac McClelland)  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Monday - 2:00 PM; Tuesday - 4:00 PM in the Pavilion Room  |  PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel
Excel Tables are data containers like tables found in Microsoft Access. Think of them as two-dimensional Excel databases 
with special functionality. In this session, you will learn about the advantages of working with Tables, practical 
applications of using Tables in your Excel workbooks and some of the ways Tables can streamline Excel-based processes, 
while simultaneously improving accuracy.

BizNet: Creating Excel Data Connections for Reporting Part 1 (BizNet Software)  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
Monday & Tuesday - 3:00 PM in the Garden Room  |  PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight
Data is everywhere but how can you connect to external data and work with it in Excel? We’ll show how you can easily 
manage a multitude of connections, edit, delete and even refresh external data connections within the Microsoft Excel 
world. Part 1 of Creating Excel Data Connections for Reporting will demonstrate how to connect to the top external data 
connections and discuss their individual distinctions.  

BizNet: Applying Excel Data Connections for Reporting Part 2 (BizNet Software)  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Beginner
Monday & Tuesday - 4:00 PM in the Garden Room  |  PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight
Getting connected to the data is just the beginning. But how are you going to make the information meaningful, 
measurable and reportable? Now it’s time to discover, connect and combine data from multiple sources, then shape and 
refine it to meet your needs. In this session, you’ll learn how to leverage connected data with external data and generate 
a report using native Excel and BizInsight. 

Excel Data Combination & Consolidations Comes to Excel (Mac McClelland)  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Intermediate
Tuesday - 3:00 PM in the Pavilion Room  |  PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel
Combining data from multiple sheets or workbooks is daily fare for most finance professionals, yet many do not fully 
appreciate the breadth of Excel options available for accomplishing this task. From simple sum-through formulas 
to consolidation PivotTables, this session covers the full range of Excel data consolidation functionality. Simplify 
and streamline your data consolidation processes, improve your personal productivity and reduce errors with the 
information contained in this feature-packed session.
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BEST KPI / METRICS 

REPORTS 
All “KPI / Metric Reports” Sessions

TYPE: Group-Live  |  CPE CREDIT: 1 Hour Per Session  |  DESIGNED FOR: Everyone
ADVANCED PREPARATION: None  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Overview

Top 10 Financial Metrics (Eric Eager)
Monday - 10:40 AM; Tuesday - 3:00 PM in the Terrace Room  |  FIELD OF STUDY: Personal Development
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight
Did you know that 28% of businesses fail due to problems with the financial structure of the company? If you don’t 
understand your key financial metrics, you have no way of monitoring the health of your business. Think of financial 
metrics as your modern-day Fitbit for your business’ health. It is essential to not only understand what each of these 
key metrics can tell you about the health of your business, but also to monitor how these metrics are performing on an 
ongoing basis. Regularly reviewing these key metrics will help you spot potential problems before they become serious. 
In this session, we will define what a metric is, what are the top metrics you should consider monitoring, how they are 
calculated and tips on how to improve results.

Do You Know Your Customers (BizNet Software)
Monday - 3:00 PM; Tuesday - 10:40 AM in the Terrace Room  |  FIELD OF STUDY: Personal Development
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight
How much do you really know about your customers? Join us as we show you how to uncover actionable insights from 
your business data. Learn more about your customers to help sales, marketing, financial forecasting and customer 
service. In this session, you will learn how BizInsight reports can provide fast and insightful reports to deliver quick wins 
for your business. 

SEC_RITY is not complete without U! (George McMann / Ally Hoffman)
Tuesday - 2:00 PM in the Terrace Room  |  FIELD OF STUDY: Computer Software & Application
PREREQUISITES: Working knowledge of Excel and/or BizInsight
When dealing with security, it’s easy to focus on the usual suspects. Sometimes we fail to recognize the key threats inside 
our organizations which are the easiest to address. In this session, you will learn about the major sources of risk to your 
data and various methods to protect your most valuable asset – your information!

Excel: Then and Now (James Spotanski)
Tuesday - 12:50 PM in the Venetian Room  |  FIELD OF STUDY: Computer Software & Application
PREREQUISITES: None
James Spotanski is a Program Manager on the Excel team at Microsoft’s headquarters in Redmond, Washington. In 
this session, James will explain how Excel has grown to embrace the intelligence era and how his product team makes 
decisions and prioritizes features based on suggestions from customer feedback. He will provide demos of features, large 
and small, that were born entirely out of customers’ needs to simplify and empower their work.

Rethink Your Data (Burt Copeland)
Monday - 12:50 PM in the Venetian Room  |  FIELD OF STUDY: Personal Development
PREREQUISITES: Basic Knowledge of Excel
Isn’t it interesting how often leaders ignore, underutilize or misunderstand their data in making critical decisions? We 
will explore how data can drive decisions by getting leaders to readily see key relationships in the data. We will look 
at a company’s financial statements as a base case and demonstrate how re-organizing everyday information can 
better tell the story of what is happening and enable a “Call to Action”. Our goal is to provide an analyst with a better 
understanding of how to present an executive the information they need for critical business decisions. In this session, 
you will gain new insight and clear direction on how your financial reporting can greatly enhance your organization.
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SOAR TO NEW HEIGHTS 

LEADERSHIP
All “Soar to New Heights Leadership” Sessions

TYPE: Group-Live  |  CPE CREDIT: 1 Hour Per Session  |  PROGRAM LEVEL: Overview  |  DESIGNED FOR: Everyone
ADVANCED PREPARATION: None   |    PREREQUISITES: None   |   NASBA: Personal Development

The Key to Success and the Root Cause of Failure (Rachel Sherburn)
Wednesday - 8:30 AM in the Venetian Room
Understanding the complexity of communication in a noisy, technologically-driven world is the #1 “soft skill” that 
recruiters now look for in potential hires. Effective communication boosts individual, team and organizational 
performance. In this session, we will review the five components of the communication model and what factors affect 
each one. We will also discuss practical tips on how to take this “lost art” and turn it into your secret weapon.

Great Leaders Ask Questions (Bob Tiede)
Tuesday - 8:15 AM in the Venetian Room
Leadership is not as much about knowing all the right answers as it is about knowing the right questions.  The leader 
who leads with questions will often be ten times more effective than the leader who only leads by telling.  Would you like 
to learn how to lead with questions in less than 30 seconds?  Would you like to know the four questions one consultant 
uses to make a handsome six-figure income? Would you like to know the three questions one U.S. Navy Captain used 
to turn the morale of one of America’s most modern warships from worst to first? Bob promises to share all of this and 
much more! Everyone attending will also receive Bob’s book “Great Leaders ASK Questions - A Fortune 100 List.”    

It’s All About the People! (Bethany Detrich)
Wednesday - 12:50 PM in the Venetian Room
How do you do more with less? How do you move the needle when things are constantly changing? Today’s employees 
want and need constant feedback about their performance. Goal setting only gets you so far; it sets the direction, but 
they need positive help along the path to that destination. They need you, “the coach”, to show them where to begin and 
how to facilitate problem solving. Join Bethany to learn why coaching is the most critical component in your leadership 
arsenal and the 3 keys to successfully coaching your people.  
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